
1 

Volume XXI, �umber 1 September/October 2009            

Meeting Notices 

Tuesday, September 8: Home Education Advisory 
Council.   �ew Hampshire Department of Educa-
tion, 101 Pleasant Street, in Concord, from 3:30 un-
til 5.  
Saturday, September 12: The next meeting of the 
�HHC Board,  9:00 A.M. to noon, Elkins Public  
Library, Canterbury 
Tuesday, September 29:  Meeting of the House Edu-
cation Committee survey subcommittee, 10:00, Leg-
islative Office  Building, room 207. 

Coordinator’s Report 
 

 The NHHC Board met on Saturday, June 27, 
2009, from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the Elkins 
Public Library, 9 Center Road, Canterbury, 
New Hampshire.  All NHHC Board meetings are 
open to the public.  Board meeting dates and lo-
cations are posted on our website, 
www.nhhomeschooling.org.  
 
            Our members elected new District Repre-
sentatives in the June election.  If you don’t 
know your NHHC District Representative, please 
visit this link at our website for your District 
Representative’s contact information:  http://
nhhomeschooling.org/reps.   

 
            Are you looking for a local homeschool-
ing support group?  Are you considering starting 
your own local homeschooling support 
group?  Do you have questions about 
homeschooling in New Hampshire?  Are you in-
terested in locating a specific resource or finding 
out about a particular activity?  Are you organiz-
ing a homeschooling activity and want to spread 
the word to fellow homeschoolers?  If you an-
swered “yes” to any of these questions, your Dis-
trict Representative can help.  
 
            The Coalition 
Board is scheduled to 
meet on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, 2009, from 
9:00 a.m. until noon at 
the Elkins Public Library 
in Canterbury, New 
Hampshire.  Please join 
us.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jane Grady 

Not-Going-Back-to-School 
Celebration  in York, Maine 
The 9th Annual Homeschoolers NOT-Going-
Back-to-School Celebration at Short Sands Beach 
in York, Maine will be held Thursday, Sept. 10 
(raindate 11).  Homeschoolers and their families 
are invited. 

There is plenty of parking (bring your quarters for 
the meters), a great playground, and of course The 
Goldenrod, a salt water taffy shop where you  can 
see the antique taffy machines at work. There are 
usually great end-of-the-season sales there that 
week as well. 

Take-out-food in the immediate area is limited, so 
packing a lunch is advisable. Arrive when you feel 
like it and stay as long as you like. 

We'll be there from about 10:00 'til 3:00. We usu-
ally try to gather somewhat in a group, but tend to 
get a little spread out. If the weather is question-
able, I'll  email a change for the rain date by 8:00 
a.m. (This will be posted on the NHHC website) 
For directions go to www.thegoldenrod.com. 

  Jenny Courser 
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The Warner Cub Scouts are looking for boys 
who are interested in joining them for parade 
marching, sleepovers and other activities. They 
meet at the United Church of Warner.  For more 
information,  contact Kelley at swan-
sons@mcttelecom.com or the Cubmaster, Derek 
Lick at (603) 456-6024 
or dlick@mcttelecom.com. 

Living Along the River  
Series for Homeschoolers 
September 18, 24 and October 2, 9 at 1-2:30p.m. 

 The Amoskeag Fishways in Manchester present a 
series of homeschool programs about river crit-
ters.  This four-part series is for grades 1-3 and 
teaches the concepts of animal habitat, adaptation 
and classification, all using the context of a river, 
and includes   observation of pelts, skulls, and 
mounts.   

Cost: $8 per session/ $30 for all four sessions.  
Advance registration with payment required.  Call 
Rachel Brown at 626-3474 for more information, 
or visit www.amoskeagfishways.org. 

Sept. 18: “Furry River Creatures” explores mam-
mals that depend on rivers 

Sept. 25: “Feathered River Creatures” introduces 
birds that use rivers 

Oct. 2: “Gills, Scales and Fins” is all about fish! 

Oct. 9:“Bugs Below the Surface” introduces the 
amazing world of water insects   

Wolfeboro Book Group 

High school homeschoolers and their parents are 
invited to join our Teen Book Discussion Group 
held in Wolfeboro on the third Monday of the 
month at 7-9 p.m. This will be our ninth year 
reading classic books found on college and col-
lege-prep reading lists.  This is not a class, but an 
opportunity for students who are reading books 
of this type to share their thoughts and learn to 
discuss opinions and ideas in a comfortable set-
ting. 

So far we have 
planned to read Ethan 
Frome by Edith Whar-
ton for October. In No-
vember, we will read 
Shakespeare’s King 
Lear.  Also on the 

schedule are  Brave �ew World, Aldous Huxley; 
Cry the Beloved Country, Alan Paton;  The Lord 
of the Flies, William Golding;  four short stories,  
two or three essays, and one more major novel. 

Meetings usually involve about one hour discuss-
ing the book and a second hour of socializing.  If 
you are interested, please get in touch with me 
for details. Stef Marsh, 569-6382,  
tumbledown@metrocast.net. 

Homeschool curriculum at The Book Cellar  

is now located at 1279 S. Willow Street in Man-
chester, next to Daddy's  Junky Music, right off of 
highway 101. The phone number is 836-5000. Fax 
is 603-594-0866. 
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Bowling in Merrimack 
Fall programs are now forming at Merrimack 
Ten Pin, 698 Daniel Webster Highway in Mer-
rimack.  The  meeting is room available to host 

weekly class discus-
sions or parent meet-
ings.  

 
20-week programs for 
homeschoolers begin on 
Wednesday, September 
16 and Friday, Septem-
ber 18, at 10:30.   For 

more information contact Kristi Grover at 603-
429-0989,   603-264-1878
(c),  or  cgpmtp@aol.com. 

Piano and Guitar Lessons  

North Main Music at 120 North Main Street in 
Nashua is now offering piano lessons,  customized 
to students' wants and needs (like our guitar les-
sons) and not just a read through a standardized 
technique book. 

North Main Music welcomes 
our 5th Guitar teacher! We now 
have specialists in EVERY gui-
tar style: Rock, Jazz, Finger 
style, Classical, Shred/Metal, 
whatever your level of playing. 
Half hour and one hour lessons offered.  

All instructors are full time music teachers and 
graduates from prestigious music programs.  We 
offer private lessons to suit your needs and flexible 
daytime hours to suit your schedule.   Visit  
www.northmainmusic.com or call 603-557-2732. 

Poetry Out Loud Competition 
 
Students are invited to participate in the 2010 
New Hampshire Poetry Out Loud Competition. 
 
The goal of the competition and its accompanying 
curriculum is to encourage the nation's youth to 
learn about great poetry through memorization 
and performance. This exciting program helps stu-
dents master public speaking skills, build self-
confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. 
 
The program consists of a three-week curriculum 
(provided by the National Endowment for the 
Arts) which can be varied to fit your needs, and in 
which students will train in memorizing and pre-
senting classic poetry.  The finalists from regional 
events will  compete at the state final held at 
Keene State College on March 20, 2010. 
 
The winner of the state competition will receive 
$200 and an all-expenses paid trip (one chaperone 
included) to the national competition in Washing-
ton, DC, in late April, 2010.  
An information meeting will take place at the 
NHSCA on September 16, 2009, 4 to 5 p.m. at 
NHSCA, (2 1/2 Beacon St. Concord) for schools 
new to the program desiring further information.  
Please RSVP to Rodger Martin at 525-4715 or 
rodgerwriter@myfairpoint.ne or Catherine 
O’Brian at 271-0795 or Cath-
erine.R.OBrian@dcr.nh.govby September 11, 
2009, if you will attend.  
 
 
Coordinating teachers (at least one representative) 
from high schools/home school group participat-
ing in the competition are required to attend an 
Orientation Day at the NHSCA, Second Floor, 2 
1/2 Beacon St., Concord, on Sept. 23, 2009, 9-3. 
 
For more information visit 
www.poetryoutloud.org 
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Raising the age of Compulsory 
Attendance to 18 Means 
Changes for 16 and  
17 Year Olds 
As of July 1, 2009, when the upper age of univer-
sal compulsory attendance was raised from 16 to 
18,  parents of students aged 6 through 17 may 
use one of the following exemptions, found in the 
newly revised RSA 193:1: 
•    Create a home education program, as defined 
in RSA 193-A [RSA 193:1 I (b)] and Ed315. 
•    Submit a letter to the DOE certifying that the 
student has completed a home education program 
at the high school level [RSA 193:1 I (f) (2)]. 
New rules clarifying this procedure have not yet 
been adopted, but the DOE has posted a policy. 
 
In addition, the following exemptions from public 
school attendance may be useful for some situa-
tions: 
•    Have the child obtain a GED. [RSA 193:1 I (f) 
(1)] This is only an option for a child aged 16 or 
17 where the parent has already submitted a letter 
to the DOE as described above. 
•    Enroll the child full-time in a post-secondary 
institution, such as a university, community col-
lege, or trade school. [RSA 193:1 I (g)]  
•    Enroll the child full-time in N.H.’s virtual 
charter school, VLACS. [RSA 193:1 I (a)] 
•    Enroll the child in a distance learning program 
run by a N.H. non-public school. As of this date, I 
do not know of any such programs. * 
•    Enroll the child in a distance learning program 
run by an out-of-state school. The school must be 
a public or private school which has been ap-
proved by that state’s education agency. [RSA 
193:1 I (d)] * 
•    Create and operate your own non-public 
school, and enroll the child. [RSA 193:1 I (a), 
RSA 1886:11 XXIX, Ed400, and many other 
laws] ** 
•    Create an alternative learning plan and obtain 
approval from the superintendent. [RSA 193:1 I 
(h)] 
•    Obtain a specific exemption from attendance. 

[RSA 193:5, RSA 193:1 I (c)] These are usually 
only granted under very limited circumstances. 
•    Request in-home instruction by the public 
school for a child who is medically unable to at-
tend school, or for whom a Free and Appropriate 
Education is best obtained by in-home instruction. 
(I do not have a citation for this option.) 
 
The following are NOT exemptions from public 
school attendance: 
•    A high school diploma from a private school. 
•    A high school diploma from a public school 
outside the child’s resident district. 
•    Enrollment in an out-of-state school that is 
NOT approved by that state’s education agency. * 
•    Part-time enrollment in a post-secondary insti-
tution. 
 
 
It has always been the prerogative of the parent to 
select the most appropriate method of meeting 
compulsory attendance requirements. This article 
should not be considered a complete list, or the 
equivalent of legal advice. It contains items that 
have come to the attention of the author, and may 
be helpful to parents in coming to a decision. It 
does not constitute an endorsement of those meth-
ods by the author or the NHHC. 
 
 
* When VLACS began enrolling students full-
time, the DOE chose to interpret the requirement 
for students to attend a public school to be ful-
filled when students enrolled full-time, but were 
never actually physically present in the building. 
Having set a precedent that “enroll” = “attend” in 
this one case, it would be difficult for the DOE to 
contend that the terms are not equivalent in all 
cases. Although for many years parents have been 
enrolling their children in out-of-state public and 
private schools in lieu of attending the resident 
district public school, this exemption from atten-
dance was not found in the statute until July 1. For 
many years, parents who enrolled their children in 
distance learning programs used the home educa-
tion law as a means of satisfying compulsory at-
tendance. The juxtaposition of these two recent 
changes leads me to believe that a parent has the 



5 

�ew Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition �ews 

right to enroll a child in a distance learning pro-
gram without also creating a home education pro-
gram, as long as the school which runs it is ap-
proved by the state education agency (its “SEA” - 
the equivalent of N.H.’s Department of Education) 
of the state where the school is formed. There are 
states where the SEA does not play a role in the 
approval process of private schools. It is the re-
sponsibility of the parent to investigate the laws of 
the state in question, and the status of the school, to 
determine whether or not it meets the requirements 
specified in RSA 193:1 I (d). The option to enroll a 
child in a distance-learning program run by a 
school in another state has not, to my knowledge, 
been exercised by any parent. The compulsory at-
tendance law is enforced by local districts, which 
would likely rely on the DOE for advice. I do not 
know if anyone in the education establishment 
agrees with my interpretation of the law. 
 
** The non-public school process requires the 
school to pass numerous safety criteria that might 
not be met by private homes. While there are few 
curriculum requirements, safety officials are per-
mitted to make inspections of the school grounds, 
and the DOE can also conduct inspections. Private 
schools are also subject to various federal laws. 
Students enrolled in non-public schools are entitled 
to special education services. The option to create 
her own private school and enroll only her own 
children was exercised by one N.H. parent. The 
DOE at first denied the application, asserting that 
this was not the intent of the legislature, but a hear-
ing officer found that there was no basis for the 
denial and ruled the DOE had to allow the school 
to operate as long as the parent met all the require-
ments. 
 
Chris Hamilton 
BeaverLodge Homeschool  

What do your kids love to 
draw? 
 
We need black and white drawings for the new 
edition of the New Hampshire Home Education 
Guidebook.  Please ask your students to draw us 
a scene from an exciting adventure, a beautiful 
flower or bird, a day in the life of a 
homeschooler, whatever they enjoy drawing.  
Please include your child’s name, age, and town.  
You can send scanned pictures to webmas-
ter@nhhomeschooling.org or mail drawings to 
Stacey Desrosiers, 81 Barnard Hill Road, Dun-
barton, NH 03046  

Public Speaking Workshop 
 
The Nackey S. Loeb School of Communications 
will present a day-long workshop “Public Speak-
ing and Professional Presentations” on September 
19.  Taught by Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity Professor Andrea Bard, the workshop will 
offer instruction on delivering professional, confi-
dent and well-articulated  presentations. Students 
will give several presentations through the day 
and receive constructive feedback. 
 
The course, designed for anyone looking for tips 
to improve his public speaking skills, will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  There is limited enroll-
ment to ensure the maximum amount of speaking 
time and feedback per student. The $40 fee in-
cludes lunch. 
 
 For more details and to register, see 
www.loebschool.org or call 627-0005. 
 
Also offered at the school on September 26 will 
be a media workshop, free of charge for student 
journalists, from 8:15 until 3:30.  For more infor-
mation contact Charlene Harris at  
charris@loebschool.org. 
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Information for  
Homeschoolers Planning to 
Enter Public High School 
Is your teenager thinking of entering public high 
school? A homeschooled student entering public 
school is entitled to be treated the same as any 
other student arriving from a non-accredited 
school. Several years ago the DOE put out an ad-
visory to districts about awarding credits and 
placing students. 
• http://www.ed.state.nh.us/education/doe/

organization/curriculum/
HomeEducationPolicyandProcedures.htm 

In the past, many homeschoolers making the 
transition to public high school after ninth grade 
have used the accreditation services of private 
schools such as NARS (North Atlantic Regional 
School - accredited in Maine). These schools, for 
a fee, examine past work done by the student and 
award appropriate credit. The district then recog-
nizes the credits awarded by the private school. 
Classes taken at a community college or any ac-
credited private or public school will also likely 
be recognized. 

In addition, since that advisory was written, the 
Minimum Standards for Public Schools have 
been rewritten to require districts to allow stu-
dents to receive credit for prior work based on 
demonstration of mastery of the "required com-
petencies" of a course:  
• http://www.ed.state.nh.us/education/laws/

documents/306Adopted.pdf   

Ed 306.27 High School Curriculum, Credits, 
Graduation Requirements, and Cocurricular Pro-
gram.  (d) By the 2008-2009 school year, the lo-
cal school board shall require that a high school 
credit can be earned by demonstrating mastery of 

Report from the Home  
Education Advisory Council 

 
Abbey Lawrence 
PO Box 97, Tuftonboro, NH  03816 
abbeyl53@gmail.com 
539-7233 
 
 After Council members Michael Compitello, Chris 
Hamilton, and I met with Commissioner Virginia 
Barry last June, I emailed her to ask if the Depart-
ment would post as policy the portion of our rules, 
not yet approved, dealing with the letter to the 
DOE certifying completion for a home education 
program for students not yet 18.  The Department 
has now done so;  you can find it here: 
http://www.ed.state.nh.us/education/doe/
organization/curriculum/
HomeEducationPolicyandProcedures.htm 
 
On the same page you will find a section on deter-
mining grade placement, an issue that comes up 
frequently when homeschooled students enter a 
public high school.  If you have problems with ei-
ther of these issues, always feel free to get in touch. 
 
We expected that our proposed rules would be pre-  
sented to the State Board at its August meeting, but  
they were not, and it appears there will be no Sep-
tember meeting of the Board, delaying until at least 
October their acceptance into the rule-making proc-
ess, a process that can take nine months before 
completion. There will be opportunities for public 
comment;  we will keep you informed.  
 
None of the subcommittees appointed by the House 
Education Committee met over the summer, but a 
session of the study subcommittee has been sched-
uled for Tuesday,  September 29, at 10 a.m in room 
207 of the Legislative Office Building.  Public in-
put is not usually taken at these meetings, but it is 
valuable for homeschoolers to attend;  this particu-
lar subcommittee was formed to discuss the feasi-
bility and content of a survey to superintendents to 
determine what, if any, problems they are having 
with homeschoolers. 
 

�ew Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition �ews 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns 
you have.  Please note that I have a new email 
address.  
 



7 

For Our �ext Issue 

 We Want to Ask Homeschoolers: 
If your child has enrolled in any col-
lege level classes, as a homeschooling 
high schooler, would you share your 

experience with us?   
Send contributions to abbeyl53@gmail.com. 
When submitting a contribution, be sure to include 

how you would like your name to appear in the 
newsletter. For those wishing to remain anony-
mous, you may simply request that we sign the 

contribution with “A Homeschooler” or “A 
Homeschooler from ‘your town or state.’” 

�ew Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition �ews 

required competencies for the course, as approved 
by certified school personnel. Until the 2008-2009 
school year, the local school board shall require 
that a high school credit can be earned as provided 
in (1) or (2) below, or both:  (1) Attendance at a 
course scheduled to meet for no less than 135 
clock hours of instructional time if the school op-
erates on an 8-period schedule or for no less than 
150 clock hours of instructional time if the school 
operates on a 7-period schedule; or  (2) If a com-
petency assessment is in place as provided in (i) 
below, by demonstrating mastery of required com-
petencies for the course, as approved by certified 
school personnel.  (i) If the local school board 
adopts a policy that would allow students to gradu-
ate from high school as a result of demonstrating 
mastery of required competencies, the policy shall 
require students to meet both state and local stan-
dards. By the 2008-2009 school year, the local 
school board shall require that a high school have 
in place competency assessments for all courses 
offered through the high school. 

  
The district should have a policy in place regard-
ing what the required competencies are and how a 
student might demonstrate mastery. If it does not, 
district personnel might want to contact Roberta 
Tenney, at the DOE, who, in addition to serving on 
the Home Education Advisory Council, is respon-
sible for minimum standards for public schools. 
Districts which have membership in the N.H. 
School Boards Association may want to contact 
that organization for assistance. District personnel 
should definitely be made aware of this require-
ment, which became effective July 1, 2005. This is 
a minimum requirement;  any school may be more 
lenient in recognizing credit. Roberta Tenney has 
indicated that when a student had demonstrated the 
ability to perform at a high level in an advanced 
class in an accredited institution, she believes a 
public school should recognize credit in prerequi-
site courses as well for work done in a home edu-
cation program. Families who contact her may 
have her support in convincing districts to be leni-
ent in some circumstances.  
  
There are some high schools that require a mini-
mum number of credits be earned at that high 

school in order to graduate from that high school. 
This is a requirement placed on all students, not 
just those who were formerly homeschooled. The 
DOE was working on a state-issued diploma that 
would accommodate students who had earned suf-
ficient credits to satisfy the state requirements for 
a diploma, but had not earned enough of them 
from any single institution to meet this kind of 
requirement. Former deputy commissioner Mary 
Heath, who resigned as of June 30, was heading 
up the effort, so I don't know what has happened 
to that initiative.  

The NHHC encourages parents whose 
homeschooled children return to public school to 
contact the school in advance to ensure a smooth 
transition.  
  
Chris Hamilton 
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We’re here to serve you!  Members receive newletters, discounts on seminars, legislative updates and 
information, social activities and support.  You can attend NHHC meetings and serve on the board.  You 
have a vote.  Help us become the best support group for you and membership is free! 
 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________Phone______________________________ 
 

Email ________________________________________________________Is this a  renewal?______   
 
 

I belong to a local support group. Name________________________________________  
 
Contact name and phone____________________________________________________  
 

�ew Hampshire Home Education Guidebook,  $12 (incl. shipping)        $________ 
I would like to receive my newsletter as a paper copy through the mail  $15                      $________ 
I would like to receive my newsletter via email. (circle one)   Yes    No                              $___N/C _ 
I would like to make a donation to NHHC.            $________ 
Total Enclosed          $________ 
       

New Hampshire  
Homeschooling Coalition 

PO Box 2224 
Concord, NH  03302-2224 
www.nhhomeschooling.org 
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New Hampshire Homeschooling Coalition 
Join Us! 


